NORTH  RIDING  OF  YORKSHIRE. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1917. 


To  the  County  Council  of  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire. 

Mr.  Chairman,  my  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition 
of  the  Riding  for  the  year  1917. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Local  Government  Board  the  annual  reports 
of  the  respective  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  very  much  curtailed,  consisting  in 
many  cases  simply  of  statistics,  consequently  this  report  contains  much  less  detailed  informa¬ 
tion  than  in  former  years. 

The  Riding  consists  of  16  Urhan  Districts,  with  a  population  at  the  1911  Census  of 
129,462,  the  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  1917  according  to  the  returns  of  the  Medical 
Officers  was  127,494,  against  123.917  at  the  middle  of  1916,  giving  an  increase  on  the  year  of 
3,577,  against  a  decrease  of  1,350  from  1915  to  1916.  And  21  Rural  Districts  with  a  popula¬ 
tion  at  the  1911  Census  of  136,601,  the  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  1917  according 
to  the  returns  of  the  Medical  Officers  was  127.728,  against  131,188  at  the  middle  of  1916, 
giving  a  decrease  of  3,460  on  the  year,  against  a  decrease  of  1,086  from  1915  to  1916.  The 
increase  of  the  whole  Riding  on  the  year  1916  is  117,  against  a  decrease  of  2,436  from  the 
year  1915  to  1916.  The  area  of  the  Riding  is  1,356,332  acres,  and  the  total  population 
estimated  at  the  middle  of  1917,  255,222,  equal  to  0  188  persons  per  acre. 

The  civil  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  was,  Urban  Districts 
121,012,  Rural  Districts  121,338,  total  242,350,  upon  these  figures  all  the  rates  for  the  whole 
of  the  County  are  based,  with  the  exception  of  the  births  which  are  estimated  on  figures 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  for  this  purpose,  thus — Urban  Districts  134,893,  Rural 
Districts  135,256,  total  270,149. 

During  the  year  Dr.  G.  A.  Carter  Mitchell,  Wath  Rural,  died,  and  is  succeeded  by  Dr. 
T.  Carter  Mitchell. 

The  Helmsley  Rural  District  is  divided  into  two  districts,  making  a  total  of  38  reports 
for  consideration. 

During  the  year  there  were  registered  4,947  births,  2,735  Urban  and  2,212  Rural, 
against  5,764  in  1916,  giving  an  Urban  Birth  Rate  of  20-20  per  thousand,  and  a  Rural  Birth 
Rate  of  16  35  per  thousand,  against  24  96  and  18-58  respectively  for  1916. 

The  Urban  Birth  Rate  is  the  lowest  recorded,  it  is  4-76  lower  than  that  for  1916,  8-85 
lower  than  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years  for  the  County,  4-00  lower  than  the  average 
for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period,  and  2-40  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  in  1917. 

The  Rural  Birth  Rate  is  also  the  lowest  recorded,  it  is  2-35  lower  than  that  for  1916, 
4-55  lower  than  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years  for  the  County,  7-85  lower  than  the 
average  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period,  and  1-45  lower  than  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  in  1917.  There  is  a  decrease  of  500  Urban  and  317  Rural  Births  on  the  year 
1916,  total  decrease  817,  against  a  decrease  of  231  from  the  year  1915  to  1916. 

Of  deaths  there  were  registered  3,514,  1,773  Urban  and  1,741  Rural,  against  3,540  in 
1916,  giving  an  Urban  Death  Rate  of  14-61  per  thousand,  and  a  Rural  Death  Rate  of  14-34 
per  thousand,  against  15-46  and  13-47  respectively  for  1916. 

The  Urban  Death  Rate  is  0-85  lower  than  that  for  1916,  0-83  lower  than  the  average 
for  the  previous  ten  years  for  the  County,  0-41  higher  than  the  average  for  England  and  Wales 
for  the  same  period,  and  0-21  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1917. 

The  Rural  Death  Rate  is  0-87  higher  than  that  for  1916,  1-21  higher  than  the  average  for 
the  previous  ten  years  for  the  County,  0-14  higher  than  the  average  for  England  and  Wales 
for  the  same  period,  and  0-06  lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1917.  There  is 
a  decrease  of  69  Urban,  and  an  increase  of  43  Rural  Deaths  on  the  year  1916,  total  decrease 
26,  against  a  decrease  of  407  from  the  year  1915  to  1916. 

Of  deaths  due  to  the  “  Principal  Epidemic  Diseases  ”  there  were  144,  107  Urban  and 
37  Rural,  against  149  in  1916,  giving  an  Urban  Rate  of  0-88  per  thousand,  and  a  Rural  Rate 
of  0-30  per  thousand,  against  0-94  and  0-28  respectively  for  1916. 

The  Urban  Rate  is  the  lowest  recorded,  it  is  0-08  lower  than  that  for  1916,  0-80  lower 
than  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years  for  the  County,  0-31  lower  than  the  average  for 
England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period,  and  0-02  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  in  1917. 

The  Rural  Rate  is  0-02  higher  than  that  for  1916,  0-28  lower  than  the  average  for  the 
previous  ten  years  for  the  County,  0-89  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same 
period,  and  0-56  lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1917. 

Of  deaths  due  to  Phthisis  there  were  264,  giving  a  rate  of  1-08  per  thousand. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-five  deaths  were  due  to  Tubercular  Disease  other  than 
Pulmonary. 

Of  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  there  were  450,  against  516  in  1916.  and 
593  in  1915,  giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  per  one  thousand  births  registered  of  90-96,  against 
89-52  and  98'91  respectively  for  1916  and  1915.  That  for  England  and  Wales  in  1917  was 

97-0. 
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Phthisis  Death  Rate  and  Infantile  Mortality  per  one  thousand  Births,  1899-1917 


Phthisis  Death  Rate. 

1-08 
0  87 
0-86 
0-79 
0-88 
0-78 
0-94 
0-91 
0-87 
0-84 
0-76 
0-74 
0-83 
0-74 
0-73 
0-72 
084 
0-76 
1-08 


Infantile  Mortality. 

153-10 
134  00 
124-60 

112- 31 
122-16 

126- 91 
116-93 

127- 68 

113- 16 
11805 
105  95 
110-44 
105-36 

92-20 

91-68 

99-55 

98-91 

89- 52 

90- 96 


1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 


Deaths  from  the  Chief  Epidemic  Diseases. 

Total. 


Rate  per  thousand. 


Urban. 

Rural. 

1917. 

1916. 

1917. 

1916. 

39 

7  ... 

46 

!'.!  72 

...  0-18 

...  0-29 

4 

4  ... 

8 

...  1 

...  0  03 

...0-004 

ip  fi  ... 

7  ••• 

13 

...  34 

...005 

...013 

r  19  ... 

10  ... 

29 

...  13 

...  0-11 

...005 

6  ... 

2  ... 

8 

...  9 

...  0-08 

...0-03 

33  ... 

7  ... 

40 

20 

...0-16 

0-08 

107 

37 

144 

149 

Small  Pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  C 
Whooping  Cough 
Typhoid  Fever  ... 

Continued  Fever 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

Total 

Table  shewing  the  variations  in  the  number  of  Deaths  from  the  Chief  Epidemic 

Diseases  from  the  year  191b. 


Increase— Scarlet  Fever  7,  Whooping  Cough  16.  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  20. 
Decrease- Measles  26,  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  21,  Typhoid  Fever  1. 
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1889.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1890.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1891.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1892.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1898.  North  Riding 

England  and  Wales 

1894.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1895.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1896.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1897.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1898.  North  Riding 
England  and  W  ales 

1899.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1900.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1901.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1902.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1903.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1904.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1905.  North  Riding 
England  and  WTales 

1906.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1907.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1908.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1909.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1910.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1911.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1912.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1913.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1914.  North  Riding 
England  and  W  ales 

1915.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1916.  North  Riding 
Enghnd  and  Wales 

Average  1907-1916 — 

North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 

1917.  North  Riding 
England  and  Wales 


Table  of  Rates, 

Birth  Rate. 
Urban.  Rural. 

24- 88 

30-5 

28- 37  24-06 

30- 5 

37-5  27-21 

31- 4 

31-8  25-18 

30-5 

81-01  25-70 

20-8 

28  97  23-89 

29- 6 

30-30  25-64 

30- 3 

30-65  24-57 

29-7 

30- 30  25-00 

0Q.7 

31- 21  23-41 

29-4 

30- 31  21-14 

29-3 

31- 66  22-25 

28-9 

32- 79  23-42 

28-5 

31- 92  24-12 

28-6 

32- 58  23-02 

28-4 

32-24  22-85 

27-9 

31- 85  23-30 

27-2 

32- 64  22-63 

270 

30- 65  21-73 

26-3 

31- 85  23-35 

26-5 

31-16  22-34 

25- 6 

30-31  22-58 

24-8 

29- 72  21-72 

24-4 

28-94  20-03 

23-8 

27- 95  19-72 

23-9 

28- 28  18-98 

23- 8 

26-74  19-99 

21-8 

24-96  18-58 

21-6 

29- 05  20-90 

24- 2 

20-20  16-35 

17-8 


1889-1917. 

Death  Rate. 
Urban.  Rural. 

14- 71 

17- 9 

15- 81  15-31 

19- 5 

16- 0  17-68 

20- 2 

16-50  15-81 

19-0 

16-94  16  93 

19-2 

14- 09  14-56 

16-6 

16  09  15-37 

18- 7 

15- 82  14-19 

17-1 

16- 32  14-83 

17- 4 

15-86  14-70 

17-6 

17- 37  14-82 

18- 3 

17-60  15-23 

18-3 

17-02  14-23 

16-9 

15- 96  14-06 

16-3 

16- 84  13-78 

15- 4 

17- 07  15-52 

16- 2 

16‘99  14-69 

15-2 

16-88  14-17 

15-4 

16- 72  13-72 

15-0 

15- 67  13-64 

14-7 

14-45  12-78 

14-5 

14-12  12-65 

13- 4 

17- 08  12-46 

14- 6 

14-84  12-84 

13"3 

14-46  13-26 

13- 7 

14- 90  12-55 

14- 0 

16- 73  13-99 

15- 1 

15- 46  13-47 

14-0 

15-44  13-13 

14-2 

14-61  14-34 

14-4 


Death  Rate  of  Chief 
Epidemic  Diseases, 
Urban.  Rural. 
0-4 
0-1 

1-89  0-91 

2-17 

1-68  0-95 

1-83 

1- 43  0-77 

1- 90 

2- 30  1-44 

2- 47 

0-89  0-79 

1- 76 

2  05  0-83 

2- 14 

2-00  0-75 

2-18 

1-77  0-88 

2-15 

1-62  0-61 
2-22 

1-93  Ml 
2-21 

1-78  0-70 

2-00 

1-49  0-97 

2-05 

1-58  0-47 

1-64 

1-66  0-55 

1-46 

1-92  0-90 

1-94 

1- 74  0-46 

1-52 

2- 21  0-78 

1-73 

1-72  0-68 
1-26 

1-90  0-67 

1-26 

1-46  0-64 

1-12 

1- 32  0-46 

0-99 

2- 87  0-73 

1-88 

1-71  0-49 

0-98 

1-51  0-57 

1-20 

1-42  0-65 

1-20 

2  04  0-67 

1-30 

0-94  0-28 

0-79 

1-68  0-58 

1-19 

0-88  0-30 

0-86 
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The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1917  was  17-8  per  thousand  of  the  population, 
which  is  3-8  per  thousand  below  the  rate  in  1916,  and  lower  than  the  rate  in  any  other  year  on 
record.  Compared  with  the  average  in  the  ten  years  1907-1916,  the  Birth  Rate  in  1917  shows 
a  decrease  of  6  4  per  thousand. 

The  Death  Rate  was  14-4  per  thousand,  which  is  0-4  per  thousand  higher  than  the 
rate  in  1916,  compared  with  the  average  in  the  ten  years  1907-16,  the  Death  Rate  in  1917 
shows  an  increase  of  0-2  per  thousand. 

The  Death  Rate  from  the  Principal  Epidemic  Diseases  was  0-86  per  thousand,  which  is 
0-07  higher  than  the  rate  in  1916,  and  0-33  per  thousand  below  the  average  in  the  ten  years 
1907-1916, 

The  Infantile  Mortalitv  per  one  thousand  Births  registered  was  97-0,  against  9 l'O  in 

1916. 


Number  of  cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  reported : — 


Urban. 

Rural. 

Total. 

1917.  1916. 

Rate  per 
1917. 

thousand. 

1916. 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

349 

124 

473 

246 

1-75 

D00 

Measles 

2153 

1389 

3542 

2090 

1311 

8-56 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
Croup 

73 

115 

188 

263 

0-69 

1-06 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

27 

6 

33 

47 

012 

0-19 

Continued  Fever 

2 

1 

3 

2 

O’Ol 

0-008 

Erysipelas 

46 

37 

83 

110 

0-30 

0-44 

Puerperal  Fever... 

3 

2 

5 

2 

0-01 

0  008 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

206 

68 

274 

275 

1-01 

1-03 

Other  Tubercular  Disease 

52 

22 

74 

113 

0-27 

0-46 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

8 

2 

10 

9 

003 

003 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  ... 

3 

3 

6 

2 

0-02 

0-008 

Total 

2922 

1769 

4691 

3159 

Increase — Scarlet  Fever  227,  Measles  1452,  Continued  Fever  1,  Puerperal  Fever  3,  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  1,  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  4. 

Decrease — Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  75,  Typhoid  Fever  14,  Erysipelas  27,  Pulmon¬ 
ary  Tuberculosis  1,  other  Tubercular  Disease  29. 


Districts  in  which  the  following  Epidemic  Diseases  have  occurred. 
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Whooping  Cough  is  notifiable  in  the  Thirsk  District. 
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The  following  Authorities  have  not  yet  made  provision  for  the  Isolation  of  Infectious 
Diseases : — 

Urban — Hinderwell,  Kirklington  and  Upsland,  Malton,  Pickering. 

Rural — Helmslev,  Kirbymoorside,  Leyburn,  Malton,  Pickering,  Reeth,  Richmond. 

SPECIAL  REPORTS. 


Date. 

Medical  Officer. 

District. 

Subject. 

March 

26th 

Dr.  Porter 

Helmsley 

Diphtheria 

May 

1st 

Dr.  Cockcroft 

Leyburn 

Diphtheria 

May 

23  rd 

Dr.  Fawcett 

Middlesbrough  Rural 

Measles 

Dec. 

17th 

Dr.  Yeoman 

Stokesley 

Sanitary 

Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  31  Districts,  473  cases  being  reported  with  8  deaths.  The  attack 
rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  being  1*75,  the  death  rate  per  thousand  0  03,  and 
the  death  rate  of  persons  attacked  1-69  per  cent.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  0*02. 

Four  cases  in  the  Northallerton  Urban  District.  Eleven  in  the  Northallerton  Rural 
District,  four  removed  to  hospital,  one  death.  Five  in  the  Flaxton  District,  four  removed 
to  hospital.  One  case,  imported,  in  the  Scalby  District.  Seven  in  the  Aysgarth  District, 
one  death.  Fifty  in  the  Whitby  Urban  District,  forty-seven  removed  to  hospital.  Six 
in  the  Pickering  Urban  District.  Sixteen  in  the  Easingwold  District,  one  death.  Farling- 
ton  School  closed.  One  hundred  and  Fifty-four  in  the  Eston  District,  sixty-eight  removed 
to  hospital,  one  death.  Three  in  the  Thirsk  District.  Twenty-one  in  the  Thornaby-on- 
Tees  District,  five  removed  to  hospital.  Fifteen  in  the  Kirbymoorside  District.  One  in 
the  Pickering  Rural  District.  Nine  in  the  Guisborough  Rural  District.  Four  in  the 
Guisborough  Urban  District.  Twenty-three  in  the  Loftus  District,  six  removed  to 
hospital.  Eleven  in  the  Redcar  District,  eight  removed  to  hospital.  Sixty-two  in  the 
Skelton  and  Brotton  District,  eleven  removed  to  hospital,  three  deaths.  Four  in  the 
Croft  District.  Sixteen  in  the  Bedale  District.  One  in  the  Richmond  Urban  District. 
Thirteen  in  the  Stokesley  District.  Five  in  the  Malton  Rural  District.  One  in  the 
Scarborough  Rural  District.  Four  in  the  Masham  District.  Four  in  the  Malton  Urban 
District.  Three  in  the  Startforth  District.  One  in  the  Helmsley  District.  Two  in  the 
Richmond  Rural  District.  Four  in  the  Hinderwell  District.  Fourteen  in  the  Whitby 
Rural  District,  one  death. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  occurred  in  26  Districts,  188  cases  being  reported  with 
13  deaths.  The  attack  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  being  0-69,  the  death  rate  per 
thousand  0  05,  and  the  death  rate  of  persons  attacked  6-91  per  cent.  The  death  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  0-13. 

Two  cases  in  the  Northallerton  Urban  District.  Three  in  the  Northallerton  Rural 
District,  one  death,  Four  in  the  Flaxton  District,  one  removed  to  hospital.  Two  in  the 
Whitby  Urban  District,  removed  to  hospital.  Twenty-three  in  the  Easingwold  District, 
one  death,  Farlington  School  closed.  Twenty-eight  in  the  Eston  District,  twenty-four 
removed  to  hospital,  one  death.  One  in  the  Thirsk  District.  Five  in  the  Leyburn 
District,  one  removed  to  hospital,  one  death.  Ten  in  the  Thornaby-on-Tees  District,  one 
removed  to  hospital,  three  deaths.  Four  in  the  Kirbymoorside  District.  Two  in  the 
Pickering  Rural  District.  Seven  in  the  Guisborough  Rural  District.  Four  in  the 
Guisborough  Urban  District.  Two  in  the  Loftus  District,  removed  to  hospital.  Fourteen 
in  the  Redcar  District.  Four  in  the  Skelton  and  Brotton  District.  Four  in  the  Bedale 
District.  Three  in  the  Richmond  Urban  District.  Two  in  the  Stokesley  District.  Five 
in  the  Malton  Rural  District,  one  death.  One  in  the  Scarborough  Rural  District.  Three 
in  the  Malton  Urban  District,  one  death.  Eight  in  the  Startforth  District,  one  death. 
Forty-two  cases  in  the  Helmsley  District,  three  deaths,  schools  at  Helmsley  closed. 
Four  in  the  Richmond  Rural  District.  One  case,  fatal,  in  the  Hinderwell  District. 

Typhoid  Fever  occurred  in  10  Districts,  33  cases  being  reported  with  8  deaths.  The  attack 
rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  being  012,  the  death  rate  per  thousand  003,  and  the 
death  rate  of  persons  attacked  24-24  per  cent.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  0-03, 

Three  cases  of  Continued  Fever  also  occurred. 

One  case  in  the  Reeth  District.  One  case,  fatal,  in  the  Middlesbrough  Rural  District. 
One  in  tbe  Pickering  Urban  District.  Thirteen  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  and  two  of 
Continued  Fever  in  the  Eston  District,  thirteen  removed  to  hospital,  two  deaths.  Six  in 
the  Thornaby-on-Tees  District,  one  death.  One  in  the  Kirbymoorside  District.  One  in 
the  Guisborough  Urban  District,  fatal.  Five  in  the  Skelton  and  Brotton  District,  one 
removed  to  hospital,  one  death.  Two  in  the  Bedale  District.  One  case,  imported,  in  the 
Richmond  Urban  District,  fatal.  Two  in  the  Stokesley  District,  one  death. 
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Measles  occurred  in  35  Districts,  3,542  cases  being  reported  with  46  deaths.  The  attack  rate 
per  thousand  of  the  population  being  13*11,  the  death  rate  per  thousand  0T8,  and  the 
death  rate  of  persons  attacked  1-29  per  cent.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
0*30. 

Nine  cases  in  the  Northallerton  Urban  District.  Nineteen  in  the  Eeeth  District. 
Fifty-six  in  the  Northallerton  Rural  District,  one  death,  schools  at  East  Cowton  and 
Nether  Silton  closed.  One  hundred  and  fourteen  in  the  Flaxton  District,  schools 
closed  at  Flaxton,  Stockton-on-Forest,  Wigginton,  Haxby  and  Huntington.  Forty-eight 
cases  in  the  Middlesbrough  Rural  District,  schools  closed  at  Stainton  and  Marton 
(Captain  Cook  Memorial  School)  Four  cases  in  the  Scalby  District.  Eleven  in  the 
Aysgarth  District.  Twenty-seven  in  the  Whitby  Urban  District.  Seventeen  in  the 
Pickering  Urban  District.  Forty -seven  in  the  Easingwold  District,  schools  at  Huby, 
Farlington,  Linton,  Brandsby,  and  Brafferton  closed.  Seven  hundred  and  six  in  the 
Eston  District,  seven  deaths.  One  hundred  and  twenty-one  in  the  Thirsk  District, 
Pickhill  school  closed.  Four  in  the  Wath  District.  Two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  in  the 
Thornaby-on-Tees  District,  eleven  deaths.  Two  hundred  and  thirty-six  in  the  Pickering 
Rural  District,  two  deaths.  Twenty-six  in  the  Kirbvmoorside  District.  One  hundred  and 
twelve  in  the  Leyburn  District.  Ninety-five  in  the  Guisborough  Rural  District,  one  death. 
Three  hundred  and  forty-seven  in  the  Guisborough  Urban,  nine  deaths.  Four  hundred 
and  twenty-one  in  the  Loftus  District,  ten  deaths.  One  hundred  and  forty-nine  in  the 
Redcar  District,  two  deaths.  Thirty-four  in  the  Saltburn  District.  Eighty-five  in  the 
Skelton  and  Brotton  District.  Seventeen  in  the  Croft  District,  school  at  Manfield  closed. 
One  hundred  and  sixty-three  in  the  Bedale  District,  one  death.  Thirteen  cases  of  Measles 
and  sixty  of  German  Measles  in  the  Richmond  Urban  District.  Eighty-four  in  the 
Stokesley  District,  one  death.  Fourteen  cases  of  Measles  and  six  of  German  Measles  in 
the  Malton  Rural  District.  Fifteen  in  the  Scarborough  Rural  District.  Three  cases  of 
Measles  and  one  of  German  Measles  in  the  Masham  District.  Four  of  German  Measles 
in  the  Malton  Urban  District.  Fifty-six  cases  of  Measles  and  German  Measles  in  the 
Startforth  District.  Seventeen  in  the  Oswaldkirk  Division  of  the  Helmsley  District. 
Ninety-nine  cases  of  Measles  and  twenty-nine  of  German  Measles  in  the  Richmond  Rural 
District,  one  death,  schools  at  Tunstall,  Hipswell,  Middleton  Tyas,  Melsonby,  Catterick, 
and  Biompton  closed.  Three  in  the  Hinderwell  District. 

Whooping  Cough  was  reported  from  13  Districts,  the  number  of  deaths  being  13,  giving  a 
rate  of  0-05  per  thousand.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0*13. 

Six  deaths  in  the  Eston  District.  Ninety-two  cases  in  the  Thirsk  District,  schools  at 
Catton  and  Sutton  closed,  three  deaths.  Seven  cases  in  the  Wath  District.  Nine  deaths, 
in  the  Thornaby-on-Tees  District.  Three  in  the  Pickering  Rural  District.  Two  in  the 
Guisborough  Rural  District,  two  in  the  Loftus,  and  two  in  the  Skelton  and  Brotton 
District.  Cases  in  the  Croft  District.  One  death  in  the  Scarborough  Rural  District. 
One  in  the  Helmsley  District.  Prevalent  in  the  Richmond  Rural  District. 

Diarrhiea  and  Enteritis  caused  40  deaths,  giving  a  rate  of  0-16  per  thousand.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  025. 

Seventeen  deaths  in  the  Eston  District.  Two  in  the  Thirsk  District.  Twelve  in  the 
Thornaby-on-Tees  District.  One  in  the  Loftus  District,  and  three  in  the  Skelton  and 
Brotton  District.  Four  in  the  Stokesley  District.  One  in  the  Whitby  Rural  District. 

Water  Supplies. 

Dr.  Hutchinson,  Northallerton  Rural,  writes,  “The  question  of  a  gravitation  water 
“  supply  for  the  higher  end  of  Borrowby  should  again  be  considered  as  soon  as  circum- 
“  stances  permit,”  In  the  Easingwold  District  the  Wass  Scheme  for  the  supply  of  a 
a  number  of  villages  is  in  abeyance,  Shipton  is  inadequately  supplied.  Dr.  Yeoman, 
Stokesley,  writes,  “  There  are  still  in  Bilsdale  a  large  number  of  houses  without  a  properly 
“  protected  supply,  in  some  cases  there  is  no  protection  at  all,  and  in  other  cases  it  does 
“  not  extend  to  the  source.”  In  the  Malton  Rural  District  the  scheme  for  the  supply 
of  Westow  is  in  abeyance.  In  the  Scarborough  Rural  District  improvement  in  the 
supply  of  Brompton  is  contemplated. 

Sanitary  Work. 

In  the  Northallerton  Rural  District  seventy  yards  of  9  in.  sewer  have  been  laid  to  a 
new  factory  at  Romanby.  Systematic  scavenging  is  now  in  operation  at  Ainderby 
Steeple,  and  is  also  required  at  Borrowby,  Harlsey,  Cowton,  and  Appleton  Wiske.  Steps 
are  being  taken  to  provide  an  extension  of  the  East  Harlsey  Burial  Ground,  that  at 
Brompton  Church  is  nowr  full  and  should  be  closed.  In  the  Middlesbrough  Rural  District 
several  new  drains  have  been  laid,  and  old  ones  taken  up  and  relaid  with  gullies  put  in. 
Dr.  Dunbar,  Aysgarth,  of  the  two  hundred  and  forty-four  cowsheds  in  the  District  writes, 
“  Over  a  hundred  of  these  cowsheds  are  unsatisfactory  owing  to  having  no  windows,  but 
“  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  not  pushed  the  owners  to  make  alterations  owing  to  the 
“extreme  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  material  and  labour.”  Dr.  Cockcroft,  Leyburn 
Rural,  writes,  “  At  Middleham  there  is  a  modern  sewerage  scheme  complete  in  every 
“  detail  except  that  the  house  drains  are  not  connected.  So  that  for  three  years  some  £3,000 
“  has  been  simply  buried.”  Dr.  Williams,  Richmond  Urban,  writes,  “  The  town  is 
“  practically  dependent  on  the  water  carriage  system  for  the  disposal  of  the  excreta,  the  dry 
“  earth  system  with  various  kinds  of  privies  which  were  at  one  time  the  principal  means 
“  for  the  disposal  of  the  excreta  are  being  rapidly  replaced  by  the  former.”  In  the 
Richmond  Rural  District  the  sewers  at  North  Cowton  have  been  extended.  Dr. 
Williams  writes,  “As  stated  in  previous  reports  some  of  the  larger  villages  are  fairly 
“well  drained,  but  there  are  still  several  much  in  need  of  a  good  system  of  drainage,  and 
“  every  year  makes  matters  worse.” 
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The  Housing.  Town  Planning,  Etc.,  Act,  1909. 

Dr.  Baigent,  Northallerton  Urban,  writes,  “  There  is  a  scarcity  of  workmen’s  dwellings 
“  which  will  increase  as  the  new  Engineering  Works  develope  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
“town.”  In  the  Northallerton  Rural  District  there  is  need  of  a  few  houses  suitable  foi 
large  families  at  Brompton  and  Romanby.  Dr.  McArthur,  Thirsk,  reports  a  considerable 
number  of  empty  houses  in  the  district.  Dr.  Carter  Mitchell,  Wath  Rural,  writes,  “  In 
“  all  the  villages  at  the  present  time  there  is  no  shortage  of  workmen’s  dwellings.  In 
“nearly  every  village  at  the  present  time  there  are  unoccupied  cottages.”  Three  hundred 
and  eleven  houses  inspected  in  the  Kirbymoorside  District.  Dr.  Stainthorpe,  Guisborough 
combined,  writes,  “  With  the  exception  of  houses  how  being  erected  for  the  workmen  of 
“  one  firm,  house  building  is,  and  has  been  for  some  time,  at  a  stand-still.  Dwellings  are 
“  not  only  required  to  meet  ordinary  needs  but  to  replace  those  which  would  under  normal 
“  conditions  be  condemned  unfit  for  habitation.  Certain  works  now  being  carried  out  and 
“  certain  other  works  which  will  be  constructed  after  the  War  will  bring  about  a  material 
“  increase  in  the  population.  It  is  very  desirable  that  the  Councils  of  the  districts  affected 
“  should  consider  the  desirability  of  adopting  Town-planning  Scnemes.”  Dr.  Wilshaw, 
Croft  Rural,  reports  a  shortage  in  the  villages  of  Barton,  Cleasby,  Manfield,  and  Croft. 
Dr.  Watson,  Thornaby-on-Tees,  whites,  “  Developments  are  taking  place  for  the 
“  construction  of  re-inf orced  concrete  barges,  and  the  large  works  have  made  and  are 
“making  extensive  additions  to  the  works.  Thornaby  will  be  faced  with  the  problem  of 
“finding  housing  accommodation  to  meet  the  growth  of  the  town.”  Fifty-five  inspected 
in  the  Stokesley  District,  one  closing  order  made.  Dr.  Walker,  Malton  Rural,  writes, 
“  There  is  at  present  a  sufficiency  of  workmen’s  dwellings,  but  in  some  of  the  villages 
“they  are  in  poor  state  of  repair.”  One  house  closed  in  the  Scarborough  Rural  District. 
Dr.  Williams  Richmond  Rural,  writes,  “  There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  suitable  houses  for 
“  the  artisans  and  labouring  classes  in  those  villages  which  are  in  proximity  to  the 
“  Military  Camp.  Further  there  is  a  scarcity  of  houses  in  those  villages  near  the  lime¬ 
stone  quarries  but  not  so  marked.” 


Pollution  of  Streams. 

Dr.  Baigent,  Northallerton  Urban,  writes,  “  The  pollution  in  this  area  is  not  great, 
“  the  chief  pollution  is  a  trade  effluent  discharged,  intermittently  from  a  tan  yard,  and  in 
“  summer  when  the  volume  of  water  is  small  it  is  very  marked.”  Dr.  Dunbar,  Aysgarth, 
writes,  “  There  is  no  urgent  need  for  action  in  the  above  matter,  but  after  the  War  the 
“  contamination  of  West  Burton  Beck  will  have  to  be  stopped,  and  there  is  room  for  im- 
“  provement  in  the  drainage  of  Bainbridge.”  Dr.  Cockcroft,  Leyburn  Rural,  writes,  “All 
“sewage  except  that  of  Leyburn  runs  into  the  rivers.”  Dr.  Williams,  Richmond  Urban, 
writes,  “  Although  all  the  main  sewers  discharge  at  various  points  into  the  river  without 
“  any  attempt  at  precipitation  or  purification  I  have  not  discovered  any  nuisance  from  the 
“same,  neither  have  I  had  any  complaints  from  the  inhabitants  or  the  riparian  owners 
“  in  regard  to  the  pollution.” 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

In  the  Eston  District  there  are  two  nurses  acting  as  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses, 
and  three  acting  in  a  similar  capacity  in  the  industrial  area  of  the  combined  Sanitary 
Authorities  of  the  Guisborough  Union.  In  addition,  the  Thornaby-on-Tees  Authority  employ 
a  Health  Visitor,  and  the  Whitby  Urban  Authority  a  Health  Visitor,  who  also  acts  as  School 
Nurse  under  the  County  Education  Committee.  These  seven  nurses  cover  practically  the 
whole  of  the  industrial  areas  of  the  County.  A  joint  Committee  of  the  Public  Health  and 
Education  Committees  has  been  appointed  to  consider  the  further  provision  of  Health  and 
School  Nurses.  Later  it  is  anticipated  that  the  whole  of  the  County  will  be  served  by  Nurses, 
each  one  acting  as  Health  Visitor,  Tuberculosis  Nurse  and  School  Nurse. 

Particulars  of  the  Eston  District  and  the  Guisborough  combined  Districts  : — 


Number  of  births  notified 

...  1451 

>> 

first  visits 

...  1553 

»  J 

re-visits 

...  2949 

5  > 

ante-natal  visits  ... 

86 

special  visits 

466 

n 

still-births  investigated 

67 

)) 

cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

27 

satisfactory  cases 

92 

>> 

visits  refused 

14 

>> 

births  attended  by  Medical  Men 

...  1154 

births  attended  by  Certified  Midwives 

...  283 

Number  of  children  entirely  breast  fed 

...  1062 

n 

„  breastfed  and  cows’  milk  ... 

16 

>> 

,,  breast  fed  and  tinned  milk  ... 

32 

,,  breast  fed  and  spoon 

,,  bottle  fed — cows’  milk 

7 

>  > 

...  136 

>> 

„  bottle  fed — prepared  food  ... 

25 
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Training  of  Suitable  Perrons  for  Maternity  Nursing. 

The  Council  in  1898  formulated  a  scheme  whereby  suitable  persons  ordinarily  resident 
within  the  administrative  area  were  eligible  for  Nursing  Scholarships.  These  Scholarships 
were  tenable  at  any  Hospital  or  Infirmary  approved  by  the  Committee,  and  were  for  a  period 
of  nineteen  months  training  or  twelve  months  at  the  option  of  the  candidate.  A  nineteen 
months5  Scholarship,  valued  £50,  embraced — (1)  Three  months  trial ;  (2)  Twelve  months 
probation  ;  (8)  Four  months  maternity  lectures  and  instruction.  A  twelve  months’  Scholar¬ 
ship,  value  £27  10s.,  covered  the  cost  of  twelve  months  general  training.  The  number  of 
Scholarships  offered  was  four.  Awards  of  a  similar  character  have  been  made  each  year  since 
the  above-mentioned  date.  Within  recent  years  the  number  of  awards  made  averaged  five, 
the  conditions  were  slightly  modified,  and  at  the  present  time  five  Maternity  Scholarships  are 
offered  to  those  who  intend  to  nurse  in  the  County  for  at  least  one  year  on  the  completion 
of  their  Maternity  training.  Preference  is  given  to  those  candidates  who  propose  to  take  a 
course  of  Maternity  training  as  part  of  the  full  training  of  a  nurse. 

Further  provision  for  Maternity  and  General  Nursing  is  provided  by  the  North  Riding 
Rural  Nursing  Association,  who  have  a  staff  of  fifty-four  nurses,  seventeen  of  whom  hold  the 
certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board.  The  following  districts  are  affiliated  with  the 
Association  :  Northallerton,  Osmotherley,  Bedale,  Appleton  Wiske,  Leeming.  Guisborough  (2), 
Boosbeck,  Lingdale  and  Skelton,  Middleton  Tyas,  Loftus  and  Skinningrove,  Thornton-le-Dale. 
The  Association  have  Local  Committees  at  Aysgarth,  Askrigg,  Bainbridge,  Brafferton  and 
Helperbv,  Leyburn  and  Wensley,  Middleham,  East  Witton  and  Coverdale.  Hawes,  Hovingham, 
Malton,  Sutton,  Huby  and  Stillington,  and  Teeside.  District  Nurses  not  connected  with  the 
Association  are  employed  at  Ivirbymoorside,  Malton,  Richmond,  Scarborough  (3),  Wykeham 
(for  Ay  ton,  Hackness,  Hutton  Buscell  and  Seamer),  Stokesley,  Yarm  and  Eaglescliffe,  Romald- 
kirk,  Laithkirk,  Thirsk,  Whitby  (2),  Helmsley  (2),  Loftus  and  Skinningrove  (2). 

Venereal  Diseases  Order. 

Agreements  were  made  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  persons  resident  in  the 
County  with  the  Council  of  the  City  of  Leeds,  and  the  Council  of  the  City  of  York,  at  the 
Leeds  General  Infirmary  and  the  York  County  Hospital  respectively.  Similar  agreements  are 
being  negotiated  with  the  Darlington  General  Hospital,  the  Stockton  and  Thornaby  Hospital, 
and  the  Scarborough  Hospital.  At  the  two  former  Hospitals  persons  are  already  being  treated. 
Notices  of  the  provisions  of  the  Order  were  inserted  in  the  papers  circulating  in  the  County, 
Medical  Practitioners  and  Chemists  were  notified  by  circular  giving  instructions  at  which 
Hospitals  persons  can  be  treated.  Medical  Practitioners  were  further  notified  that — 

1.  Pathological  Specimens  were  to  be  submitted  to — 

Dr.  M,  J.  Stewart, 

The  General  Infirmary, 

Leeds. 

2.  Necessary  outfits  for  taking  specimens  will  be  supplied  on  application  to — 

Dr.  Cheetham, 

County  Hall, 

Northallerton. 

3.  Salvarson  substitutes  will  be  supplied  to  Practitioners  holding  the  necessary 

qualification  on  application  to — 

Dr.  Macdonald, 

The  County  Hospital, 

York. 

4.  A  statement  of  the  Hospitals  at  which  treatment  may  be  obtained,  with  the  days  and 

hours  of  the  Clinics. 

The  undermentioned  leaflets  were  also  supplied. 

1.  Application  for  pathological  outfit. 

2.  Application  for  supply  of  approved  substitutes  for  Salvarson. 

3.  Warning  as  to  care  after  administration  of  Salvarson  Substitute. 

4.  Particulars  to  be  supplied  with  each  specimen  sent  to  the  Pathologist. 

5.  Copies  of  instructions  to  patients  suffering  from  Syphilis,  Gonorrhea. 

6.  Copy  of  leaflet  to  the  public. 

Midwives  Act,  1902. 

During  the  year  the  names  of  seventy  Midwives  were  placed  on  the  roll  against  sixty- 
six  in  1916,  and  sixty  in  1915.  Twelve  were  registered  for  the  first  time  against  nine  in  1916. 
During  1917  the  following  ceased  to  practice  in  the  County  : — 

March  26tli — Mary  Ann  Roe  (No.  30830).  Brotton. 

May  12th — Elizabeth  Sample  (No.  2102),  Redcar. 

„  15th — Evelina  E.  Johnson  (No.  41799),  Grangetown. 

June  20th — Lucy  Harker  (No.  43757),  Appleton  Wiske. 

December  31st — Edith  Kate  King  (No.  44782),  Northallerton. 

Sarah  Dugdale  (No.  39624),  Skelton. 

Bridget  Kelly  (No.  41826),  Northallerton. 

Hilda  Cook  (No.  43766),  Northallerton. 

Annie  M.  Cleator  (No.  80954),  Middleton  Tyas. 

Elizabeth  H.  Smyth  (No.  24226),  Redcar, 
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Records  Received. 

Premature  Birth  2,  Illness  of  Child  2.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  2,  Still-birth  6, 
Medical  Aid  7. 

Durin®  the  year  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  visits  of  inspection  were  made,  and  it 
is  emifvin<*  to  note  the  efficient  manner  in  which  the  Midwives  perform  their  duties,  ihe 
work  of  the° younger  ones  who  have  undergone  training,  and  have  either  passed  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  Board  or  hold  Certificates  from  Examining  Bodies  recognised  by  the  Board,  is  mos. 
satisfactory,  whilst  that  of  the  older  ones,  who  registered  on  the  claim  of  having  been  in 
practice  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Act,  is  as  satisfactory  as  can  be  expected,  seeing  that 
thev  lack  proper  training.  Of  the  seventy  Midwives,  thirty-nine  have  undergone  tiaimng 
and  examination,  and  thirty-one  are  untrained.  On  each  visit  I  impress  upon  them  e 
necessity  of  cleanliness  of  their  persons,  clothing  and  appliances,  and  on  tne  importance  ot 
cleanliness  of  the  mother  and  her  surroundings.  In  no  instance  was  it  necessary  to  suspen 
a  Midwife  on  account  of  negligence  or  mal-praxis.  Of  the  4,947  births  registered,  i64  were 
attended  by  Certified  Midwives  equal  to  15-44  per  cent.  In  no  case  was  a  mother  notified  as 
suffering  from  Puerperal  Fever  in  the  practice  of  a  Midwife.  One  at  Thornaby-on-Tees 
attended  140  cases,  another  112,  one  at  Grangetown  78,  and  one  at  Redcar  66. 

Notice  of  removals,  suspensions,  deaths,  and  copies  of  all  reports  to  the  Local  Super¬ 
vising  Authority  are  sent  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board.  Copies  of  the  official  roll  were  sent 
to  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  and  the  Central  Midwives  Board  on  January  1st,  1918. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mv  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  CHEETHAM,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


Guiseley,  10th  June,  1918. 


NORTH  RIDING  OF  YORKSHIRE. 
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